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Dr Melissa Butcher is the project manager of GENERATE. As well
as undertaking research and conducting training sessions for the
project she also made comprehensive contacts with young people
and youth and community organisations throughout western Sydney.
Her previous research with young people in India on cultural change,
identity and media consumption will be published in the book
When STAR Came to Town in 2002.

Dr Mandy Thomas, an anthropologist, is a researcher at the Institute
for Cultural Research. She has experience working with young people
from many different cultural backgrounds and has undertaken
extensive fieldwork in Cabramatta among Vietnamese and other
communities. She is the author of Dreams in the Shadows:
Vietnamese-Australian lives in transition (1999) and co-editor of
Alter/Asians: Asian-Australian Identities in Art, Media and Popular
Culture (2000).

THE INSTITUTE FOR CULTURAL RESEARCH

The Institute for Cultural Research is a Key Research Centre at the
University of Western Sydney addressing the cultural challenges of
our complex and rapidly changing world. icr.uws.edu.au

THE MIGRATION HERITAGE CENTRE

The Migration Heritage Centre leads and supports projects ranging
from the identification and preservation of the material heritage of
migration, to providing a voice in public discussion about the role
and value of cultural diversity in the community.

The MHC is an initiative of the NSW Government through a
partnership of the Community Relations Commission, Heritage
Office, Ministry for the Arts, Tourism NSW and Premier's Department.
www.migrationheritage.nsw.gov.au




Executive Summary

This report is the first in-depth exploration of identity and popular
culture among Middle Eastern and Asian youth. It documents
preliminary research findings on the contribution of Middle
Eastern and Asian youth to Sydney’s cultural life and migration
heritage. While young people from these communities, the largest
migrant communities in NSW, are often negatively portrayed,
this research has focused on their social practices of cultural
invention, opening up new and creative means of mobilising
cultural difference.

These young people’s cultural negotiations between migrant
family background and the wider society require real
engagement with difference and provide rich resources for
invigorating the multicultural fabric of the nation. Their
repertoire of cultural skills and their involvement in different
cultural worlds are often viewed as evidence of not ‘belonging’
to the mainstream or dominant culture. However, the results of
our research reveal that the ‘in-betweenness’ of these young
people often enables them to move easily between different
social and cultural groupings, embracing cultural diversity as
inherent and integral to their everyday experience, that is,
‘normal’ to urban life.

In this report, we document the changing nature of friendship
networks and family relations, the particular meanings and uses
of different languages and expressions, and the patterns of
consumption of Middle Eastern and Asian youth. In these everyday
activities these young people contribute to a changing migration
heritage and are redefining what it means to be Australian.
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