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ladies arrl Gentleren 

TOOay is an historic occasion for N?N Sooth ~les arrl for 
Austra.lia. It is an qtimistic oxasioo for the ~le of 
~tem &}Uney. 

To:iay' s ceremy will leave no one :in any doobt as to my 
Cmernnmt's amitm:lt to the establlilnrent of a first 
class university for w:stem S1tiney. 

W: have SUWJrtei thls project fmn the ootset ard I 
acknCMle:lge the pr:cqress nade as a re&ult of the previous 
G:lvemtrent' s initiatives, 

My G'Jremrfnt,o OJ111liurnt, a, i5 oot just to the 

~rovision of a ~ ~t1 tllliveroicy for ~e ~tem 
S]Uney ~ion. W: are romrl.tte:i to \l.eStem 8JOOey itself. 

rus is a gtC1Nth area. ~e neN university cannot succoo:l 
without the suw>rt of a thriving 00l1l11111ity. Olr aim is to 
prarote the self -sufficiency of the region through the . 
developrent of attractive residential arrl recreational 
facilities arrl the enrouragemnt of job-creation proj€cts, 
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'Ihe realisation of these objectives, ~ther with the 
prcqressive e:lucational rolicies ooing irrplerente:i by Dr 
Metherell - including a senior high school to re locattrl in 
this area - will see an end to the irrage of w:stem S}OOey 
as a mJion of lost QW)rtun.i.ty ard sccial disadvantage. 

Of course I am not in a rosition to pronise miracles for 
the University or for the rrqion. The success of our 
J?Jlicies for l:oth will largely der;eOO on the ~lth's 
attittxie. The IMnifest inconsistencies in the 
CUnronweulth '8 failure to BUWJrt the States while 
exprting the States to nake increase:! contrili.Itions in 
areas Huch as higher e:fucation, give cauoo for grave 
concern. 

I gave notice at the recent PrEmier's Conference that I 
interrl to prrsue a strong line with the Ccllrronw:alth 
G::lvelllll81t in asking it to rreet its oonnitnents. 
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muse the cant'onw2alth controls funding to higher 
Erlucation institutions1 the nassive restructuring of higher 
e:lucation foreshadcw:rl in the L'awkins' Green Pa~ has 
forcai a revitw of administrative arrangarents for all 
tertiary institutions in ltw &Juth V*lles, 'Ihe review llUlst 
take in this new university. 'Ihls university's future 
SOJf€1 scale and administration, and its relationship with 
other institutions will re decidoo in Jl'JJre detail after the 
release of the Camon~iealth' s MUte p3.J::B! later this year. 

o.rr crnmitrrent is clear. It is the ~th that must 
nw CXI1B gco:l with the ooney for policies essential to thls 
liDi. versi ty' s p:ltential for greatness. 

'Ihe N:M &:luth wales GJverment will 00 sq:p:>rting those 
chargErl with resPJnsibility for planning the developrent of 
this university in their ne:Jotiations with the 

. Carlromrealth, to ensure a healthy t.B]inning and sr:ee:Jy 
progress. 

?~·~~ 
.LJ ~ lJ. f. ~ ~ ,.J'/:f;{ . 



. , , MAY.18 '88 16:29 MINISTRY OF EDUCATION FAX 278391 . ~ "' .. 

0 

0 

-4-

'Itrl3ts start to the c:mrencarent of the university site 
has lml nade {1)Ssible by my dEcisioo to ex~t the 
university proj€CI: fmn the rnpiW iltlrks freeze Which I 
have lm1 forarl to lilpJse oo other State projects. ~ 
project ani i!stern Syjney itself are at the very top of lllf 
priority list for eJtciting developrents for rtw Sooth 
W:lles. 

As ~Jl as the planning fuOOs Which ~ will cr.ntinue to 
provide, site rorks are l'eing initially furrlai by cash 
advances fran the State. 

Dr Metherell has OOlllE!lcai alre:idy extensive consultations 
with the ¥.€Stem S]Uney ammmity on the question of an 
awropriate IJ.aiiE for the new university. As soon as the 
lJru,WJrth QJvemrent announcei its decision on a IJ.aiiE, Dr 
~therell \tBS quick to {X)int out the inawropriateness of 
the ~isioo. ~ are giving lcxru p:nple their chance to 
have a say en thls inpJrtant issue. 

P.006 



. . , , ~1R'(. 18 '88 16:29 MHIISTRY OF EDUCRTIO~I FRX 278391 
0 : t "". ~ .. 

-5- . 

V*: suwrt the decision on the location of the universicy, 
rus is clearly a l:eautiful site, as v;ell as providing the 
necessary sp3.ce for ~ion over 11El1Y years to erne. With 
enhanced public transp:Jrt, the site will oo one of the rrost 

® accessible of any university in Australia; 

'Ihere are exciting OflX)ttunities for developrents on 
adjoining lairl tD link the university with research and 
irrlustrial activity, 

To the university plarmers, I have this tD say: Get on with 
the exciting challenge you have l:ffin set. My GJverrnrent 
will give }DU its full StlpiX)rt. W:l reco;)llise the IIDJency of 
the noo:l. 

I have great pleasure in officially starting site WJrks 
with this ceraronial first breaking of the grourKi. 
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