
Writing Short Fiction for Year 10-12 Students 

This online course enables students to thoroughly get their heads around creating 

memorable, contemporary short stories 

The course will cover the basics as well as challenging students to think about the short story form in more complex 

ways. Each class will cover a set of specific skills, which will lead students through the 

process of creating one short story from start to finish. 

The course will be facilitated by multi award-winning author, Felicity Castagna. 

Felicity won the 2014 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Young Adult Fiction for her 

previous novel, The Incredible Here and Now, which was shortlisted for the Children’s 

Book Council of Australia and NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, and adapted for the 

stage by the National Theatre of Parramatta. Her collection of short stories, Small 

Indiscretions, was named an Australian Book Review Book of the Year. Her most 

recent novel, No More Boats, was shortlisted for the 2018 Miles Franklin Literary 

Award, the 2018 Voss Literary Prize and the 2018 NSW Premier’s Literary 

Multicultural Award. 

〜

Course Fee 
$100 – FREE with a Creative Kids Voucher 

Apply for your voucher here https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-creative-kids-voucher 

Course Outline 
5 x One Hour Online Sessions 

Course Dates 
Course commences week beginning 24 August 2020 and runs every Monday at 4.30pm 

Registration 
The course is strictly limited to 15 participants. Registrations will operate on a “first-come-first-served” 
basis. 

Register for the course here https://forms.gle/RDZ3pfYCjgc3mZdr9 

Please note that you will need to have your Creative Kids Voucher details to complete your registration. 

https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/writing_and_society/creativekids 

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-creative-kids-voucher
https://forms.gle/RDZ3pfYCjgc3mZdr9
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/writing_and_society/creativekids


Course Overview 

Lesson One (Monday 24 August, 4.30pm) 

The Shape of a Story Students take a close look at the form of the short story. We consider such questions as: What 
exactly is a short story and how is it different from other forms? We will look at both the shape and structure of a 
traditional short story and also examine the ways in which writers have experimented with the form. We will discuss 
what a narrative arc is and how it can be used to give a sense of cohesion to narratives written in any form. 

Students will also have a chance to discuss their own writing interests and to brainstorm a story they would like to 
focus on in this course. 

Lesson Two (Monday 31 August, 4.30pm) 

Less is More Students look at creating a driving force and narrative tension in their stories through creating tight, 

simple, plot lines.  

Time and Pace Pacing and timing are integral to ‘pulling off’ the short story form. Students will look at how and 
where to slow down and speed up the pace of their stories in order to both move their stories forward and to create 
a sense of suspense. 

Lesson Three (Monday 7 September, 4.30pm) 

Whose Story is it? This week students will look at the limitations and benefits of telling a story in first, second or third 
person and why point of view really matters so much.  

Character and Voice Students will look at strategies for creating strong and memorable characters through focussing 
on how you develop a unique and individual voice. 

Lesson Four (Monday 14 September, 4.30pm) 

Setting and Place This week students will consider the techniques used by writers to convey 'a sense of place', as 
well as looking at the role it plays in short stories. We will look at: specificity, selecting the right details, setting and 
tone, setting and mood and establishing relationships with place through the use of harmony and conflict. 

Lesson Five (Monday 21 September, 4.30pm) 

Editing We take a close look at how to ‘tighten up’ a short story through editing out the unnecessary and focussing 
on bringing out specific detail. 

Workshop Students will read and workshop sections of their works in progress. 

At the end of the course, students will be given the opportunity to submit a full 1500-word short story for individual 
written feedback from Felicity. 




