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Our vision

Healthy, 

resilient, and 

positive places



We lead the sustainable transformation 
of the built environment

We rate We advocate We educate We collaborate

What does the Green Building 

Council of Australia do?
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DESIGN & AS BUILT

From offices to hospitals and from 

apartments to universities, Green Star has 

driven real transformation in new buildings 

of all sizes and sectors. 

As the most widely used rating system in 

Australia, Green Star – Design & As Built’s

success is unmatched. It’s nine categories 

are well known by everyone in industry, and 

the certification is a mark of quality used by 

corporates, tenants, developers, builders, 

and consultants to showcase their 

leadership. 



Global trends



Predicting the future requires analysis of 

the trends
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Intersecting with global 
sustainability trends



Our sector is crucial to delivering global goals



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. Aenean tincidunt arcu enim, vel 

pretium felis egestas sed. Quisque massa velit, 

volutpat ac ligula in, cursus mattis elit. Lorem 

ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Aenean tincidunt arcu enim, vel pretium felis 

egestas sed. Quisque massa velit, volutpat ac 

ligula in, cursus mattis elit.

The challenge we face   

Source: 2018 Global Status Report, International Energy Agency for the Global Alliance for Building and Construction

By 2050, global population will increase 

27% to 9.8bn and global floor area 

will increase by 100%

• Buildings are responsible for 

39% of global carbon 

emissions

• Energy demand will increase 

by 50% by 2050

Climate action Resource efficiency Health and wellbeing

• 91% of people live where 

air pollution levels exceed 

World Health Organization 

limits

• People are 40% more likely 

to have asthma due to living in 

a home with damp or mould

104 of 194 countries that signed the Paris 

Agreement have committed to improve building energy 

efficiency to meet mitigation targets. 

Only 68 countries currently have building energy codes.

• Buildings are responsible for 

50% of global material use

• 42.4bn tonnes of 

materials consumed annually

Resource efficiency Health and wellbeing

https://www.globalabc.org/uploads/media/default/0001/01/0bf694744862cf96252d4a402e1255fb6b79225e.pdf


Our Strategy: drive sector impact



Project targets

• Increase awareness and education of the 

urgency and achievability 

• Achieve alignment and commonality 

between GBC approaches and 

certification schemes

• To expedite uptake in global markets by 

sharing market leadership examples

A global campaign to accelerate uptake of 

Net Zero Carbon Buildings to 100% by 2050
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33
Organisations

25
Cities

6
States & Regions

Organisations

AESG

AMP Capital Wholesale Office Portfolio

Armstrong Fluid Technology

Bennetts Associates

Berkeley Group

Bionova

Brandix

Bruntwood

Cbus Property

Commonwealth Bank

Cundall

Dexus

Ecoreal Oy

Foster + Partners

Frasers Property Australia

GPT Wholesale Office Fund

Integral Group

JLL UK

Kilroy Realty Corporation

Kingspan

Lendlease

LG Super

Majid Al Futtaim

Monash University

Multiplex Global

Natural Resources Defense Council

Nightingale Apartments

Salesforce

Shaw Contract

Signify

Stockland - Retirement Living & Logistics

Sydney Opera House

Cities

Cape Town

Copenhagen

eThekwini

Heidelberg

Johannesburg

London

Los Angeles

Medellin

Melbourne

Montreal

New York City

Newburyport

Oslo

Paris

Portland

San Francisco

San Jose

Santa Monica

Stockholm

Sydney

Tokyo

Toronto

Tshwane

Vancouver

Washington DC

States

Baden-Württemberg, Germany

California, USA

Catalonia, Spain

Navarra, Spain

Scotland, UK

Yucatan, Mexico
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Organisations

AMP Capital Wholesale Office 

Portfolio

Cbus Property

Commonwealth Bank

Cundall

Dexus

Frasers Property Australia

GPT Wholesale Office Fund

Integral Group

Lendlease

LG Super

Monash University

Multiplex

Nightingale Apartments

Stockland - Retirement Living and 

Logistics

Sydney Opera House

City of Sydney

City of Melbourne

661
buildings

9.1m
square meters

589k
tCO2e portfolio emissions

1,220
fitouts

The Commitment 

in Australia

15,090,011

Tree seedlings 

grown for 

10 years

0.15

Coal-fired power 

plants in 

one year

126,019 

Passenger vehicles 

driven for one year

63,554 

Homes’ energy use 

for 

one year



Market trends – investor





Taskforce on Climate related Financial 
Disclosures 
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• Strong investor concern that corporations are underestimating financial risks from climate change

• TCFD provides a framework for investors to demand consistent and transparent



Taskforce on Climate related Financial 
Disclosures 
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• The Task Force was established as part of the G20 Financial 

Stability Board to enhance organisational consideration and 

reporting of financial risks related to climate change

• The TCFD recommendations are designed to solicit consistent, 

decision-useful, forward-looking information on the material 

financial impacts of climate-related risks and opportunities, 

including those related to the global transition to a lower-carbon 

economy. They are adoptable by all organizations with public 

debt or equity in G20 jurisdictions for use in mainstream financial 

filings.

• Published recommendations for climate-related financial 

disclosures, including typology of ‘transition’ and ‘physical’ risks 

and opportunities

• Recommends integrated of climate-related disclosures into 

mainstream financial reporting



Market Trends in Property – Green Finance
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EVERY BUILDING COUNTS

A practical plan for 
emissions reduction



Cost of Green Star validated
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+0.9% 
To achieve a 

4 star Green Star
rated building 

Per square metre

Based on a sample of 71 projects, as at December 2018

Delivering Green Star rated buildings 

makes economic sense. 

+2.6% 
To achieve a 

5 star Green Star
rated building 

Per square metre

+2.9% 
To achieve a 

6 star Green Star
rated building 

Per square metre



Economic benefits validate in valuations
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*Source: MSCI/PCA Green Property Index 2018 Figures shoe Green Star (CBD) vs all office (CBD)

**Source: Stok – The Financial Case for High Performance Buildings 2018

Green Star rated buildings 

deliver a 5.6% premium in 

value and a 13.4% premium 

in net income*  

Increased tenant demand is 

reflected in lower vacancy rates for 

Green Star rated buildings, with an 

26.4% increase in Weighted 

Average Lease Expiry*

Research out of the US in 2018 

found that by designing for the 

occupant, owner-occupants and 

tenants can gain $3,395 per 

employee in annual profit**



Bringing together digitization, 
system thinking and sustainability 
for a Future Focus  



Future of New Buildings Tool
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1. Delivers a new definition of a sustainable building

2. Meets the Paris Agreement 

3. Responds to sustainability megatrends

4. Creates clear expectations for new buildings for 

simpler procurement

5. Digitisation and democratisation of data

What you should know about:
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A new definition
Green Star Buildings features eight new categories representing the 

issues that will define the next decade of the built environment. 
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Meets the 

sustainability 

megatrends

Climate 
action

Resource 
efficiency

Health & 
wellbeingGreen Star Buildings addresses issues 

related to carbon emissions, resilience, 

water, nature, resources and circular 

economy, health and wellbeing as well as 

social issues and people’s human rights.

Every credit was developed to ensure the 

benefits are aligned with these trends, 

resulting in a balanced rating tool that is 

ready to tackle the challenges of the next 

decade.  
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The 10 things 
expected from 
every Green Star 
rated building:

Green Star Buildings requires buildings to be 

efficient, promote health, and be built to 

operate well. 

1. Protects environmentally significant areas

2. Emits less carbon in construction and operations

3. Is water efficient

4. Has improved air, light, acoustics, and product finishes

5. Promotes physical activity

6. Is built with climate change in mind

7. Manages environmental impacts during construction

8. Embraces the diversity of our population

9. Enables practices that reduce operational waste

10. Is verified to work. 

28



Emerging digitization areas

A review of emerging digital technologies featured in Crossing the Threshold allowed us to overlay our key 
focus when looking at emerging technology. 

For GBCA to address in the short term

For future consideration 



Typical data structure within internal & 
external silos



Challenges with typical structure & 
data sharing

• Complex data structures

• Lack of alignment between systems

• Costly maintenance of integrations

• Lack of single source of truth

• Poor customer experience

• Limited ability to use data effectively to 

further organizational objectives and 

support customer needs



How data management could be applied to 
GBCA in the future

Common Data Model

Green 

Star Data 

for users 

Membership 

Data

Data 

Sharing for 

research

Green Star 

New Building 

Application

Business Ops 

Platform Microsoft 

Dynamics 

Potential Homes
Green Star 

Performance 

data

Finance 

Data for 

industry

Histroric industry 

ratings

Education 

links





34

Thank you


