
 
 

 

 

  

 

From the Dean  
July 2014 
 
Welcome to the 6th edition of the Law School Newsletter. As can be seen each month there are more 
activity from students, academic staff in research and engagement inside and outside the university. If you 
have any law school related news, please let Cathy McFall know, so we can include it.  It is hard to 
believe that the first half of the year has gone and that we have commenced the Spring 2014 semester. 
 
Prof Michael Adams, Dean of Law  

 

 

 

 

2014 Law School Prize Ceremony for 2013 Academic Year   
  
The School of Law Awards Ceremony - prize night was held in the Janice Reid Pavilion on 8 July 2014. 
 
37 prizes were presented and 71 Dean’s Merit awards (actually presented six students who were 
receiving other prizes). 
  
Oliver Shtein from Bartier Perry gave the donor’s speech and the Hon David Collier AM, UWS Adjunct 
Professor, gave the main address. Both made excellent points, which the students, their family and 
friends, focussed on all the words of wisdom. 
  
Dr Lucy Robinson was a fine MC (mistress/madam of ceremonies) and kept everything on schedule. 
  
 list of prize Recipients and Donors   

http://uws.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1de2bd9b61ee63ff5305338c7&id=73254bffc9&e=5bc258d6c9


 

 

Prof Dale Pinto (Curtin University) and Prof Michael Adams at the CCH Australia book stall at ALTA Conference, 

hosted by Bond University  

 

2014 Australian Law Teachers Association Conference  
 
This year's ALTA conference was excellent. Bond Uni did a very good job from an organisational point of 
view and there were over 150 delegates. The plenary sessions were excellent and the interest group 
sessions I attended were stimulating. 
  
Dr Laura Horn received an award for highly commended conference paper. Chris Roper presented for the 
UWS Centre for Legal Education which was very well received. 
 
Professor Michael Adams also attended the Council of Australian Law Deans meeting, hosted by Bond 
University.  Professor Steven Freeland, as Co-Director of Research in the law school, attended  a meeting 
of the Associate Deans Research Network at Bond University.  

 

First Year Orientation Sessions for Spring 2014  
  
The First Year Spring semester Orientation sessions at Parramatta and Campbelltown went extremely 
well this year. The Parramatta session was held on Tuesday 22 July and was attended by 38 students, 
whilst the Campbelltown session, on Thursday 24 July, attracted 28 attendees. At both sessions, students 
were given a goodie bag containing information relating to their studies and other activities, a 2014 First 
Year Handbook and a UWS student diary.  Stephen Janes, David Sinfield, Jane Lindsay and Lucy 
Robinson attended both sessions. 
 
The Parramatta session was also attended by Michael Adams, John Juriansz, Cressida Limon, Michael 
Brogan and Francine Feld. At Campbelltown, Elen Seymour (who gave an excellent IT brief), Jenny Selley 
and Kerrie Manning attended. Very many thanks to all those staff members who took the time and trouble 
to take part. It is really important that first year students feel welcome and the attendance of staff at the 
sessions is an important part of this process. 
 
Of particular note was the involvement of the Law Students’ Association.  Arun Krishnan attended BOTH 
sessions and Andrew Montgomery and Lara Joseph formed a very effective tag-team with Arun at 
Parramatta. Their enthusiastic presentation was most impressive and obviously inspirational to a number 
of our new students. 
 
The campus tours, conducted by staff and LSA representatives on both campuses, were extremely 
popular. Even the obstacle course posed by the renovations taking place at Campbelltown failed to 
dampen the enthusiasm of the participants. 
 
Once again, many thanks to all those staff and students who took part – your involvement was most 
appreciated.  

 

Good News- Students  
  
A UWS Law Graduate, Lucas Sork, has just won a major award at the Corporate Counsel Middle East 
Awards 2014. Lucas is Vice President and Head of Legal and Regional General Counsel for Middle East 
and Africa for MasterCard Worldwide. Please see link .  

  

http://uws.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1de2bd9b61ee63ff5305338c7&id=e01e1be332&e=5bc258d6c9


 

 

 
 
 
UWS Careers Awards Function   
 
 
The UWS careers Awards Function was held on 
3 July 2014.  The VC, Prof Barney Glover 
opened the Careers Awards and a number of law 
students were recipients (see below list).  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Research  
 
Professor Michael Adams  
 
Professor Michael Adams presented a paper to the Australian Insurance Law Association seminar series, 
hosted by Minter Ellison Lawyers, on Wednesday 30th July 2014.  Approximately 110 lawyers attended the 
seminar, chaired by David Speiser (Arnold Bloch Leibler) and commentator non-executive professional 
director, Arlene  Tansey. The presentation was entitled “Fault lines in Australian corporate law: Issues for 
directors’ and officers’ liability and policy coverage 
 
Ms Liesel Spencer  
 
Liesel gave a conference paper at PeriUrban14 titled ‘Legal structures supporting successful urban 
agriculture in Cuba’.  The conference was held at Parramatta campus and was well attended by a wide 
range of people, from academics to local government planning officers and grey water experts.  A strong 
theme emerging from the gathering was the revitalisation of the Agriculture programs at Hawkesbury 
campus, and Liesel will be following up opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration with colleagues in 
Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security.   
 
Dr Elfriede Sangkuhl 
 
Presented a paper titled ‘The Development and Acceptance of Income Tax’ at the International Academic 
Forum conference, The European Conference on Politics, Economics and the Law, Brighton, England, 4 
to 6 July, 2014 
 
Presented a paper titled ‘The tax deductibility of Charitable Donations: Promoting Anti-democratioc 
behaviour through the extortion of Government Funds’, at the Why Charity? Conference, Brighton 
University, Brighton, England, 7 to 8 July, 2014. 
 
Presented a paper titled ‘How the Macroeconomic Theories of Keynes influenced government economic 
policy after the Great Depression of the 1920’s: Using Australia as an example’, at the Athens Institute for 
Education and Research, Law and Economics conference, Athens, Greece, 14 to 15 July, 2014. 
 
Professor Steven Freeland 
  
Invited to Present Key Note Lecture at the Strategic Space Law Course, co-sponsored by McGill 
University and University of Adelaide, Montreal, Canada 27-31 October 2014 
  
Invited to become a member of the Organisation and Program Committee for the 7th IAASS Conference, 
Friedrichshafen, Germany, 20-22 October 2014 
  
External referee (invited) of articles on space law for the Potchefstroom Electronic Law Journal (PELJ) / 
Potchefstroomse Elektroniese Regstydskrif (PER), South Africa, June 2014 
  
Quoted in ‘Experts Concerned by Japan’s Talk of Scientific Whaling’ NBC News (USA), 16 July 2014 
   

 
 

 

Publications  
  
Dr Elfriede Sangkuhl  
 
Book chapter, by Elfriede Sangkuhl, titled ‘The Global Taxation of Corporations’, in David Frenkel (Ed), 
Selected Legal Issues in Economics, published by the Athens Institute for Education and 
Research,  Athens, Greece, 2014.  
 
Professor Steven Freeland  
 
Publication of ‘A Resounding Legal Victory: The End of Japanese Whaling in the Antarctic?’ (2014) 
7:3 Legal Studies – Lifeline (ISSN 1835-6451)  

 
 

 
 
 



 

Community Engagement 
  
Profesor Michael Adams  
 
Professor Michael Adams sat on the interview panel for the new Policy Officer for the National pro Bono 
Resource Centre, hosted within the Faculty of Law at the UNSW on 2nd July 2014.  The Centre had a very 
strong field to choice from and we wish the public policy work on pro bono to increase throughout the legal 
private sector. 
  
Professor Michael Adams was a key note speaker at the UWS 2nd annual Work Integrated Learning (WIL) 
Symposium on Tuesday 1st July 2014 on the Parramatta campus.  Michael spoke on the importance of 
using discipline led clubs and societies to enhance career readiness.  Michael used  a case study 
approach of the UWS Law Students Association. There were approximately 100 UWS staff at the 
symposium, which was opened by the VC Professor Barney Glover and the strategic importance of WIL 
by PVC(Students) Angelo Kourtis. 
 
Professor Michael Adams spoke for the third year running at Kingswood Public School to a Year 6 
opportunity class on Tuesday 29th July 2014 on the topic of “Why and How to study law?”  The young 
students had many interesting questions about the law and lawyers and look forward to going to 
University one day. 
  
Liesel Spencer  
 
First Foot Forward 
  
Liesel Spencer and Kathryn Adams ran sessions on 25 June in the moot court at Campbelltown campus, 
for four groups of primary school students from John Warby Public School, as part of the First Foot 
Forward 'Dare to Dream' program.  Most of the students decided they wanted to be Judges rather than 
practitioners.  It was an entertaining day. 
 
Kathryn Adams 
 
In June, Kathryn assisted in the Rural Indigenous Student Visit which was attended by various indigenous 
students from areas such as Wagga Wagga and Cootamundra.  In this session, we discussed studying 
law at the University of Western Sydney as well as some of the current legal issues facing Indigenous 
Australians. 
 
Upcoming Open Forum  

Commission of  Inquiry on North Korea  
 
Date: 14 August 2014 
Time: 5:30pm for a 6pm start 
Venue: Parramatta South Campus (PDF, 232.16 KB),(opens in new window)  Building EA, Room G.18 

RSVP 

Guest Speaker: 
 
The Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG  
Retired Justice of High Court  
Human Rights Champion  

http://uws.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1de2bd9b61ee63ff5305338c7&id=befc6862de&e=5bc258d6c9
http://uws.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1de2bd9b61ee63ff5305338c7&id=e9d9afada4&e=5bc258d6c9


 

 

Bangladesh Studies Circle  

 

The Bangladesh Studies Circle, a research cluster of academics from different disciplines at UWS, 
organises seminars with a view to generating academic interest in issues and challenges faced by South-
Asia in general and, in particular, Bangladesh. Another aim of this group is to annually publish the seminar 
papers. One important aim of this research cluster is to gradually evolve into South-Asian Research 
Centre. 
 
The Bangladesh Studies Circle is based at the School of Law of the University of Western Sydney and 
its membership is open to anyone whose research interest is South-Asian region. An important aim of this 
research forum is to enhance social and intellectual connectivity, initially among UWS academics and 
post-graduate students, and then gradually attract wider participation from wider Australasian region. 
 
The Bangladesh Studies Circle has held four successful seminars. The last seminar, held on 6 June 
2014, was attended by academics and research students from a number of universities.  Prof. Michael 
Adams, Dean, of the School of Law opened the 4th seminar. Dr Masudul Haque, convenor of this forum, 
presided the opening session and made introductory comments on the forum, the procedures of the 
seminar and the challenges ahead.  The opening session was also addressed by Mr Susai Benjamin, a 
Councillor of the Blacktown City Council and Hon Director and Acting Principal Solicitor of Toongabbie 
Legal Centre, Prof Donna Craig and Dr Daud Hassan of the School of Law. In total 10 research papers 
were presented in the two sessions of this seminar. Dr Qaiyum Parvez, Head of Program and Course 
Advisor (Agriculture & Horticulture), School of Science and Health, presided the 1st plenary session and Dr 
Scott Mann, Associate Professor, School of Law, presided over the second session.  
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