
Part 4b
Tips and Strategies for the Pacific Region



There are distinct countries and cultures in the Pacific 
region, notably the cultures of Micronesia, Melanesia and 
Polynesia. The peoples and countries of the Pacific region 
are diverse in ethnic background, traditions, cultures, 
belief systems and religions. Not only do Pacific countries 
differ in sociocultural traits, but subgroups within countries 
often differ as well.
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When people are taught to communicate in different cultures, it is not just language which is 
significant, but also the order and style of communication. In a 'high-context/indirect' 
communication culture, the social context or social environment is often more important than the 
words being spoken. Verbal communication between two people can indicate not only how they 
feel about the topic at hand, but also how they feel about their relationship with the other 
individual.
In the Pacific Island region, communication is less direct, relying on implicit messages and 
contextual cues to relay information. People's listening style may focus more towards the end of 
another person's message as it builds up to the main point, paying less attention to what is said at 
the beginning.











Among the most varying dimensions of intercultural communication is non-verbal 
behaviour. Much of non-verbal communication may be broken down into five areas: dress, 
body language, eye contact, the use of body space and paralanguage.
Given the variance in social norms and protocols amongst communities, it is difficult to 
articulate a general approach. Each community has their own understanding of what 
constitutes typical non-verbal behaviour.

Note: Speech contains non-verbal elements known as paralanguage, including voice quality, 
rate, pitch, volume, and speaking style, as well as speech variables such as rhythm, 
intonation, and stress. Paralanguage may be expressed consciously or unconsciously.
















	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	A SUMMARY OF KEY CULTURAL INFLUENCES
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

